40                    FORTY YEARS IN INDIA.
find any trace of them. They hadbeen carried off by their
relatives and friends.
We were well aware that almost all the converts of
Christianity in India had been secured from the ninety
per cent, of her village populations, and that the cities
constituted a specially hard, and for the moment almost
hopeless field, for which our small force was as yet in-
sufficient.
Where and how to strike out into the heart of the rural
population was to us a difficult problem. The entire
country had been mapped out and divided up amongst
the great Missionary Organizations as their own peculiar
reserves, which must not be invaded or interfered with
with by new bodies, or individuals, seeking to find a
field for labour. However vast the territory they might
profess to occupy, and however small the number of their
workers, and however limited might be their operations
or success, owing to lack of funds, or for other reasons,
it was regarded as an act of sacrilege to invade the sphere
of influence for which they happened to have given each
other and themselves a " mandate/'
The unoccupied fields were few, and those that existed
were barren and unfruitful. Sometimes health con-
ditions were unfavourable. But as a rule it was the
sparseness, or peculiarly bigoted character of the popula-
tion, that had compelled the workers, who had attempted
to occupy these fields, to abandon them as being for the
moment impracticable and fruitless.
It was in March, 1884, after a memorable half-night
of prayer for special guidance at our Bombay Headquarters,
that I sallied forth with Weerasooriya in quest of some
rural area where we might plant our workers. If we
had a preference in our minds, it was for the Punjab,
where I had a special knowledge of the villagers and
their dialects and customs, gained while I was in Govern-
ment service. But we resolved to follow the leadings
of the Spirit.
The first point at which we halted, for what we in-
tended to be but a brief stay of two or three days, was
Ahmedabad, the capital of British Gujarat. We had no
knowledge of the people, or of their language, and hence